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Save the Date! 

 

TEXAS HIGHLAND LAKES UNIT  
Airstreaming é The Sweet Life! 

Lots of Firsts! 
As many of you know, WBCCI is 

telling us that many of our new 

Airstream owners are young, still 

working and with families and have 

asked us on the Unit level to adjust 

our schedules to accommodate the 

camping needs of these new members.   

THLU will begin t his next month with 

the first of our Rallies to begin on a 

Friday and ending on the following 

Monday at the Buttermilk Pie Rally in 

Bandera.  As always, you will be 

welcome to come early to any Rally 

you would like to but be prepared that 

the activities wonõt begin until the 

evening meal on Friday to allow those 

who are working to attend once they 

get off work.  And where we would 

òbreak campó and leave following the 

Sunday morning services we will now 

have a full day of activities on Sunday  
Continued on page 3 

CHECK OUT THE PLANS FOR 
THE BUTTERMILK  PIE RALLY   

The hosts of the Buttermilk Pie Rally have a lot of new and fun 

activities planned for us next month in Bandera.  This will be 

our very first Friday-Sunday Rally and they have two full days 

(Saturday and Sunday) of events lined out for all of us.  Please 

let Melinda Wasson (melindaw@windstream.net) or Sheila 

Gallagher (srgall@windstream.net) know as soon as possible 

that you are planning on attending if you did not sign up at the 

Hot Chocolate Rally in Goliad.   

Unit Luncheons 

March 6 - Lubyõs 

US 183N Austin 

Buttermilk Pie 

Rally  

March 9-12 

Skyline Ranch RV 

in Bandera (see 
page 10) 

 

Stop and Smell 

the Roses Rally 

March 26-31 

Mineola (see page 
6) April 3 ð Harvest 

Buffet, Hillsboro  
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Hot Chocolate Rally 
òWhatõs not to love about a Rally that includes 

chocolate and cookies at almost every meal.ó 

Wonderful Hosts! 

Fun Park Rangers! 

Great Food! 
Everyone enjoyed grilled steak or chicken, yummy 

potluck on Thursday night, banana pancakes on 

Saturday morning, B.Y.O.B. (Bring Your Own 

Breakfast) on Friday morning, celebrated Valentines 

with a Chocolate Fountain with fruit & cakes for 

dipping, delicious homemade soups & breads on a cold 

and rainy night AND hot chocolate and cookies!  WE 

ATE GOOD!  

History and Heart Lessons! 
A big thanks to Windy  Fleming for the very 

informative Texas history lesson, a timely Heart 

Healthy lesson by Shirley Fleming, a question and 

answer session by John Irwin  about the different 

versions of Kindle and a most inspiring book review of 

òBreathó by Kay Fisher-Irwin .  THLU is so fortunate 

to have such talented members!  Thank you for being 

so willing to share those talents!  

Kendall Brast, CeCe Kelley, Angela Skinner-

Hernandez and her daughter, joined us for supper on 

Friday night and added a lot to our history discussion 

of the area.  Tammy Zellner was our delightful tour 

guide of the Mission on Saturday morning. 

A huge Thanks to our host at this Rally:  Windy  and 

Shirley Fleming, Myron  and Kathryn  Fischer, John 

and Kay Irwin  and Gary  and Marilyn  McClanahan.  

Not only did they make all the arrangements, prepare 
all the meals, provide some really interesting seminars, 

decorate the tables and about a 100 other things, but 
they came to rescue in the middle of the night when 

one of our members had to go to the hospital.  They 
did it ALL!   
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Lots of Firsts! 
Continued from page one é 

 

having a Unit Luncheon in Marble Falls in 

October.  

Thank you to Jim Haddaway and Jim Whitworth 

for helping to arrange these Luncheons. 

Though change is not always easy I am so proud of 

THLU for being such a progressive leader among 

Units in WBCCI to be willing and cooperative in 

meeting the needs of our newest members and the 

anticipation of even more new Airstream owners 

looking for an Airstream family to join.   

With that said, be ready to have a Membership 

Packet handy and ready to give it away whenever 

you have the opportunity to visit with Airstream 

owners who are not WBCCI members and tell donõt 

forget to tell them how great THLU is! 

with the Rally ending on Monday.  This new 

schedule may take a little getting use to but I hope 

that you will be patient while we iron out the details 

and learn to adjust with the rest of us. 

Another first is that we are going to have a Unit 

Luncheon in Hillsboro in April!  We have so many 

members who live north of the Austin area that we 

are going to have this one Unit Luncheon this year 

for members who perhaps never get to attend the 

monthly get-togethers.  But we havenõt forgotten 

those of you who live south of Austin.  We will be 
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MORE PETS! 
Thanks to all of you who commented on last monthõs 

article about our Airstream pets. 

Though the list of Airstream owners with pets seems to be never 

ending here are a few more of our favorites.  The beautiful standard 

poodle, Argist, at left, belongs to Eileen Page and R. Lee Steel.  Paul 

and Cecilia Gulick donõt go anywhere without Goldie.  Everyone 

knows what a faithful companion Buddy has been to Jim Whitworth.  

Lynn Currie and Becky Arreaga are owned by Brodie and Blue.  

And did you know that Rich and Sheila Gallagher have four cats?  

Two of them with the creative names of òSpecialó and òStripey!ó   

 
From left to right is Sheila Gallagher with Katie, Cindy Berdan with Windy, Myrna Guidry with Scooter, Jim Whitworthõs new pink 

Flamingo (it doesnõt eat much) and Marty Berdan with Trooper. 

 

                                                        By Kathryn Fischer 
 

Jim Haddox in the death of his Dad last month in Louisiana.   

Jack Maddux in the death of his Mother.  Funeral will be 

February 27 in Corpus Christi.  And also from his recent bout 

with pneumonia. 

David Blakey  in his recuperation from bronchitis. 

Lynn Walker facing possible knee replacement surgery 

Ardell Mayton  in the heart scare he gave us at the Hot 

Chocolate Rally.  Initial tests came back good but he is to 

undergo more thorough testing. 

Luther Price  recuperating from flu. 

Alice Price  from a fractured bone in her leg the day after 

Christmas. 

Janie Haddaway recent surgery for skin cancer 

Gary McClanahan  in the good news that heõs not facing 

another hip replacement surgery  

Windy  and Shirley Flemingõs daughter in the pending 

arrival of a new baby 

 

 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to THLU members Becky 

Arreaga and Lynn Currie for finishing the 

Austin Half Marathon in 3:02:30 on 

Sunday!  Good job ladies! 
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October 21-November 2, 2012 

Texas Highland Lakes Unit Caravan # U -403 

 
 

Join us for an 

adventure into 
the beautiful 

Arkansas 

Ozarks during 
the height of the 

Fall Colors. 
 

This caravan 
departs on 

Sunday, 

October 21, 
2012 from the 

Rally in Rusk, 
TX and our last 

night together 
will be in 

Durant, OK 

before heading 
home on 

November 2.   

  
 

October 21 
Texarkana, TX 
 

October 22-24 
Hot Springs, AR 

 

October 25-27 
Petit Jean State 
Park, AR 

 

October 28-29 
Mountain View, 
AR 

 

October 30-31 
Cave Springs, AR 

 

November 1 
Durant, OK  

 

 

The caravan includes the following stops, sites, tours, etc: 
Duck Tour, Vienna Theatre, Garvan Gardens, Spring Valley Water, Heifer Ranch, Parlor Party 
and Craft Village at Ozark Folk Center, Waltonõs 5 & 10, Crystal Bridges, and Choctaw Casino 
with plenty of free time to explore, hike, sight-see, enjoy mineral water baths, massages, spa 

treatments, gamble, fish, play golf and much, much more.   
 

This caravan is limited to:  minimum of 4 RVõs & maximum 13 RVõs plus the wagon-master.  
The kitty fee with two in RV is estimated at $600.00.  Extra person charge is estimated at $125 pp.  
The kitty fee for a single occupancy in an RV is estimated at $450. 

 

A deposit of $300 is required at the time of booking with the balance due by 09/1/2 012.  

Cancellation $50 before 08/15/2012, at leaderõs discretion after maximum 13 RVõs. 

 

The leader is Jimmy Mooney, WBCCI #2344; Address:  101 St James Court, Stephenville, TX 

76401; Phone: 254/967-5689 or 254/592-5245 (Marque); e-mail:  jimmarq@gmail.com  
 
We now have 9 of the 14 spots filled.  Please email Jimmy Mooney if you are interested and would 

like to have a reservation form emailed to you or if you have any questions. 
 

mailto:jimmarq@gmail.com
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REGISTRATION COUPON can be found at 

http://www.wbregion9.org   

or there will be registration forms available at the  

Buttermilk Pie Rally in Bandera 

 

Mineola Community 
Center, 

Mineola, Texas 

VENT FREE HEATERS CAUTIONS  
By Stuart Wetterschneider, THLU Safety Chairman 

General 
There is no such thing as a clean burning appliance of any type that burns 
everything and emits no toxic fumes in the combustion gases when using 
carbon based fuel, be that wood, petroleum, charcoal, or propane. 
  
Your Airstream furnace vents combustion by products to the 
outside.  Therefore, in a well-maintained furnace no toxic gases or 
particulates are vented to inside space. 

  
Your Airstream propane fired furnace operates much like the gas water 
heaters, dryers, and gas or oil fired furnaces in stationary homes, and like 
those is required to vent combustion products to the outside. 
   
Going from least amounts of toxic by products introduced into the rig by a 
properly functioning appliance, to most: Vented - none, Catalytic some, 
Open Flame heaters more. 

Vented Heaters 
The furnace that exhausts all of the exhaust gases outside.  Many assume that it can be used indefinitely and 
you will be safe.  Not true. 
  
Your furnace uses a combustion chamber made of sheet metal, and it has the gases inside, while air from your 
Airstream is circulated around that very hot sheet metal, heating the air that goes back into the Airstream.  The 
gases inside the chamber are contained during heating of the chamber then vented outside.   
 
If any part of the combustion chamber begins to rust and develops pinholes in the chamber, it will let the 
combustion gases mix with the air inside with results ranging from mild burning of the eyes, to low level CO 
poisoning, to death, depending on not only the amount of gases let in, but the physical health and makeup of 
the people inside. 
  
Your Airstreamôs vented furnace should be removed and the combustion chamber inspected every few years 
at least, to assure it is still in good working order.                                                               é. Continued on Page 8  
  
No ventilation is required with vented heaters as they draw their oxygen for combustion from outside, never 

http://www.wbregion9.org/
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The THLU Nominating Committee which consists of:  Kay Fisher-

Irwin, Stuart Wetterschneider, and me are asking for THLU members 

to volunteer and/or to nominate members for the following five unit 

officer positions for 2013:  2
nd

 VP (President in 2015); Recording 

Secretary; Corresponding Secretary; and two (2) two-year term Unit 

Trustees with terms expiring in 2014.   

These candidate positions will be voted on at a business meeting 

during the May 11-14
th
  Ice Cream Cone Rally held at Lake Falling 

Star RV Resort in McMahan, Texas. 

 

Unit officers are vital for the success of our Unit.  Recently, the 

original Texas Unit folded, not because it did not have enough 

members in the unit, but because there were not enough members who 

would serve in unit officer positions. 

 

The THLU unit officer jobs are not difficult and do not take special 

talent or years of membership or experience.  As Past President, I can 

attest to the fact that serving as a Unit officer was a very rewarding 

and pleasant experience----it was something that I was glad that I did.  

 

VOLUNTEERS & NOMINEES NEEDED  

FOR 2013 THLU OFFICER POSITIONS  
Harvey Craig, THLU Nominating Committee Chair  

 
 

Harvey Craig, Chair 

 eharv@msn.com  

 512/633-0380 (Cell)                                                                                                                                                  

Kay Fisher-Irwin            

 kayfisherirwin@gmail.com  
  512/586-6507 (Cell)                                                                                                                               

Stuart Wetterschneider        

 wettertx@yahoo.com  

 512/635-1882 (Cell)      

                                                                                                           

 

THLU is a growing unit with many new members and offers many activities for its members.  The 

Nominating Committee calls upon all members----new and old alike----to consider ñgiving backò to the Unit--

--to help the Unit by either volunteering for one of these five officer positions or for nominating a fellow 

member who you would like to see as an officer in the Unit.   

 

Please contact one of the three Nominating Committee members by March 10
th

 with nominee names, or let 

one of the committee members know your desire to volunteer for one of these 2013 officer positions.   

 

 
 

 
 
    

 
3/1 -Cindy Skinner ð dskinner@farm-market.net  
3/2 ð Carol Eason ð 4 Par Circle, Wimberley, TX 
78676 
3/6 ð Humberto Reyes ð hreyes5416@aol.com 
3/16 ð Linda Fischer ð wfischer9861@sbcglobal.net 
3/19 ð Richard Gallagher ð srgall@ktc.com  
3/22 ð Pat Martin ð hvmrtn25@gmail.com 
3/23 ð Myron Fischer ð fisch963@earthlink.net 
3/28 ð Jerry Larson ð jlarson144@juno.com  
 

3/2 ð Tom & Dorothy McCoppin ð 
sunsetpar@sbcglobal.net  
3/9 ð Richard & Sheila Gallagher ð srgall@ktc.com  
3/23 ð Douglas & 
Kyong Draves ð 
ageowiz@msn.com 
3/25 ð Jim & Janie 
Haddaway ð 
jhaddaway@juno.com 
3/31 ð Jim & Raisin 
Schwerdfeger ð 
bcove89@gmail.com 
 

mailto:eharv@msn.com
mailto:kayfisherirwin@gmail.com
mailto:wettertx@yahoo.com
mailto:dskinner@farm-market.net
mailto:hreyes5416@aol.com
mailto:wfischer9861@sbcglobal.net
mailto:srgall@ktc.com
mailto:hvmrtn25@gmail.com
mailto:fisch963@earthlink.net
mailto:jlarson144@juno.com
mailto:sunsetpar@sbcglobal.net
mailto:srgall@ktc.com
mailto:ageowiz@msn.com
mailto:jhaddaway@juno.com
mailto:bcove89@gmail.com


 

 

8 

FEBRUARY, 2012 TEXAS HIGHLAND LAKES  UNIT  

 

Stuartôs column continued from page 6 é. 

 
Replace any heater with any pinholes/damage to the 
combustion chamber at all. 
Vented heaters are the safest, rarely fail but can with 
no owner knowledge of the inspections required. 
  
No ventilation is required with vented heaters as they 
draw their oxygen for combustion from outside, 
never depleting the O2 inside the RV.   
  
Older furnaces should be inspected to assure the 
chamber is still in good shape. 
  
A good CO detector should still be used as a 
developing problem with the combustion chamber 
may be caught before a health/life threatening 
condition occurs. 

 
Unvented Heaters 

 
Open flame and catalytic heaters are unvented 
heaters 

 
Unvented Heater Warnings: 
-Don't use if anyone in the house is pregnant, 
diabetic, anemic or suffers from heart or respiratory 
problems 
-Cannot be used as a sole or main source of heat 
-Cannot normally be installed in a bedroom or 
bathroom 
-Cannot be installed in a "confined space" where 
fumes may not be properly dispersed 
 

Catalytic Heaters 
Catalytic heaters use a catalyst mat that looks 
similar to a fiber A/C filter on the front, except it is 
made of metals impregnated with platinum which is 
where combustion takes place. 
  
 

Catalytic heaters use a mat that causes the 
propane to glow at about 800 degrees, instead of 
the 1000 degrees plus of an open flame heater.  
Catalytic heaters release all combustion by-
products inside the rig. 

 
Open Flame Heaters 
Whether a heater is called a radiant heater, 
ceramic gas fueled heater, or brick heater, it is an 
open flame heater.  Whether the flame is behind 
hide a block, screen, cone, or any other device it is 
still burning an open flame and is not catalytic. 
  
Both types of unvented heaters produce CO, and 
many other combustion by-products, including 
water. 
  
Ratings of unvented heaters for RV use with the 
ratings for house use, where there are many more 
cubic feet to disperse and dilute the combustion by-
products. Products of combustion will build up 
quicker in the smaller volume of your Airstream. 
  
Only use unvented heaters if all venting and 
other operational instructions are followed to 
the letter, however, they are NOT 
recommended. 
  
In addition, any unvented heater must be equipped 
with an ODS (Oxygen Depletion sensor.)   
  
In addition a CO alarm and Propane alarm should 
be installed and tested regularly in case the ODS 
(Oxygen Depletion Sensor) or the heater itself 
malfunctions. 
  
In addition to water, CO2, CO and other 
combustion byproducts produced by all heaters 
that burn any fuel, as opposed to an electric heater 
with no combustion, unvented heaters can produce 
a lot of CO if they burn inefficiently due to a burner 
malfunction, rust, or something out of alignment 
from bumpy roads. 
  
Never have a propane source/bottle inside the 
rig.   
  
The complete article appeared in: 
home.earthlink.net/~derekgore/rvroadiervfulltim
ingwhatisitreallylike/id110.html and is 
recommended. 
éand has been modified by SR 
Wetterschneider and is provided here for 

informational purposes only. 

http://home.earthlink.net/~derekgore/rvroadiervfulltimingwhatisitreallylike/id110.html
http://home.earthlink.net/~derekgore/rvroadiervfulltimingwhatisitreallylike/id110.html
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A photo collage of all the steps we take before  


